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Foreword

Welcome to another issue of our literary magazine Drasta a space where creativity

thrives, and the human experience is explored through curated literary expressions.

In this issue, the writers delve into the myriad facets of life and traverse the landscapes
of the human soul, capturing the subtle shades through their imaginations. The
contributors offer a tapestry of narratives that reflect our diverse world and the shared
threads of humanity. Such stories and literary yield remind us that every journey, no
matter how grand or humble, shapes who we are and how we perceive the world
around us. Each piece is a testament to the power of literature to illuminate the human

condition and foster a deeper understanding of ourselves and others.

One will encounter characters who navigate the complexities of life with resilience and
grace, poetic expressions that capture fleeting moments of beauty and sorrow, and
essays that challenge and inspire. The readers will run into a rich array of emotions and
perspectives as the writers fly off to places both familiar and uncharted. Their words
challenge us to see the world anew, to empathize with experiences different from our

own, and to find meaning in the intricate dance of life.

We are thankful to our contributors for their dedication and passion. Their work not
only enriches our magazine but also inspires us to continue fostering a community

where literary art can flourish.

In closing, we invite you to lose yourself in these pages, to ponder the journeys within,

and to perhaps embark on a new journey of your own. May this issue inspire you,

provoke thought, and ignite your imagination. Thank you for joining us on this literary
journey. Happy reading...

Dr. Hrishikesh Baruah

Principal

K. C. Das Commerce College
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1. Life’s tragedy is that we get old too and wise too late. - Benjamin Franklin

(R GIES 26 @ SRl {7 AEg I 2@ A2 GR SAEF @R Sl 200
Alf)

2. Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and

leave a trail-Ralph Waldo Emerson

(712 AU N IR G (e I, (@8 G @2Me =12 ey i1 =1 g o7 o ey
RIE)

3. You must be the change you wish to see in the world. - Mahatma Gandhi
(@S SREce @ +IfiSa @fel (TACT BN oI G2 ARTSISEAR 20 )

4. Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety nine percent perspiration. --

Thomas Edison

(GG @F *T0l* TS AE GR WAFRE =02 «{fKeS)

5. He travels the fastest who travels alone. - Benjamin Franklin

(o2 SREE w© g9 3Ew, [N a1 AP 1)

6. Take care of your body. It’s the only place you have to live. -- Jim Rohn
(e =i<icas Tg s, b1 GFIE BIW @ (O SiEy A 1)

7. Accept both compliment and criticism. It takes both sun and rain for a flower

to grow.

(@I G TGO TR &2 el | FINA G0 Fel FOCO @M @R B qHIR
ARe 1)

8. The time is always right to do what is right. - Martin Luther King

(1 Ao @51 T T A7 TR 1)
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G.u.e.s.t. C.o.l.u.m.n.

I saw a dream
Prasanta Sagar Changmai
IGP, Assam police border Organisation

[ saw a dream

In a tilbury

Holding reins tight

Waiving the whip in air

I come.

The petals of roses

Are laid over the road.

I become the emperor
Without empire.

The crown is floating in air.

I dream. Or the dream appears.
What do I own?

I have been in motion

Like a planet

Around a source

Of a power from constellation
To which I am shackled.

We will never forget.!

There are some things that cannot be forgotten
Prasanta Sagar Changmai

(Translated from the Assamese by Apratim Barua)

IGP, Assam police border Organisation

Is this a poem? Honestly, I don’t know.

Forgive me if I offend you: I am merely sharing an opinion.

But perhaps it is these subjective opinions whence the journey of a poem begins:
A journey that parallels the journey of our lives.

Mistakes happen.
We never find out if we have been forgiven.

Punishments are strictly apportioned, inexorably--at least that is what Foucault tells us.

Y n English in the original.
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One day, when he had said: “I CAN go, but why SHOULD I go? ? On that day,

On that very day,

Everyone understood, just as Oboni did, that if he were to respond to the summon—
“Come, come closer’”,

He would never return.

Regardless

Everybody needs the occasional poem.

The Tibetans need it, (even if it is just the one or two)

As do the Palestinians,

Whose every lip articulates the words, “We will never forget.

We will not stop sharing .

“We will NEVER forget.
We will NEVER stop sharing”.

Having armed ourselves with guns and ammunition,

We immediately started to allow the differences and disagreements that separate us
Destroy our shared world,

Forgetting that Rabindranath had forbidden us.

We have hardened our hearts to the touch of his lines.

Perhaps if we had held our heads high,

We would not have had our minds filled with fear and distrust.

In the unshackled words
That capture the sombre truths
Hidden in a poem’s inception,

Let Bob Dylan keep seeking

For the answers that he had sought in the emptiness blowing in the wind.
Until, eventually, he acknowledges,

--For the times they are a changing—

Anyway, it is getting late, let us turn in,

And rest within these walls that we have erected,

And tell all to Rabindranath.

Although I enjoy listening to John Lennon’s Imagine
Still,

Let us resume our task of

Patching up these fragile fences.

2 In Bengali in the original.
3 In Bengali in the original.
4n English in the original.

49



Disability studies in literature

Dr. Prathana Barua

Assosiate Professor & HOD, Department of English

Disability studies in literature examines how disability is represented and
interpreted in literary works. It explores societal attitudes, stereotypes, and the
lived experiences of people with disabilities through various genres. This
interdisciplinary field analyzes the role of literature in shaping perceptions,
fostering empathy, and challenging prevailing norms regarding disability. Scholars
often consider both historical and contemporary perspectives to illuminate the
evolving portrayal of disability in literature, fostering a nuanced understanding of

diverse human experiences.

Disability studies in literature seeks to understand and challenge societal
perceptions of disability, promote inclusivity, explore diverse perspectives,
empower marginalized voices, and contribute to a more nuanced and

representative portrayal of disability in literary works.For instances:

Understanding Experiences: Disability studies in literature aims to delve into the
varied experiences of individuals with disabilities, providing insights into their

unique perspectives and challenges.
Challenging Stereotypes: The discipline seeks to challenge and dismantle

stereotypical portrayals of disability in literature, fostering a more accurate and

nuanced representation that goes beyond common societal misconceptions.
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Promoting Inclusivity: One of the key goals is to promote inclusivity by
highlighting the contributions and stories of individuals with disabilities in

literature, fostering a more diverse and representative literary landscape.

Exploring Diverse Perspectives: Disability studies in literature encourages the
exploration of diverse narratives, ensuring a rich tapestry of voices and stories

that reflect the multiplicity of experiences within the disabled community.

Empowering Marginalized Voices: By examining and amplifying the voices of
marginalized individuals with disabilities, the discipline aims to empower these

voices, contributing to a more equitable and just literary representation.
Contributing to Inclusive Discourse: The field seeks to contribute to a broader
discourse on inclusivity and representation, influencing how society perceives and

engages with disability through the lens of literature.

Advantages and limitations of disability studies in literature

Advantages of Disability Studies in Literature:
Representation and Visibility: Disability studies in literature highlights the
importance of accurate and diverse portrayals of individuals with disabilities,

contributing to increased representation and visibility in society.

Challenging Stereotypes: It provides a platform to challenge stereotypes and
misconceptions about disability, fostering a more nuanced understanding of the

experiences and capabilities of people with disabilities.
Empowerment: By exploring the narratives of characters with disabilities,

disability studies in literature can empower individuals with disabilities, promoting

a sense of identity, agency, and self-advocacy.
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Social Critique: It serves as a tool for social critique, shedding light on how
societal norms and structures influence the experiences of individuals with

disabilities, thereby fostering discussions about inclusivity and accessibility.

Limitations of Disability Studies in Literature:

Singular Narratives: Some critics argue that disability studies in literature may still
fall into the trap of promoting singular narratives, potentially oversimplifying the
diverse experiences within the disabled community.

Tokenism: There is a risk of tokenism, where characters with disabilities are
included in literature merely for the sake of representation, without a genuine

exploration of their experiences or contributions to the storyline.

Dependency on Stereotypes: In certain cases, disability studies may
unintentionally perpetuate stereotypes if not approached with care, reinforcing

existing societal biases and misconceptions.

Limited Intersectionality: Disability studies may not always adequately address
intersectionality, overlooking the unique challenges faced by individual with
disabilities who also belong to marginalized groups bassed on factors like race,
gender,or sexuality.

In couclusion, while disability studies in literature offers valuables insight, it’s
crucial to approach them with sensitivity, avoiding oversimplification and

promoting a diverse and inclusive representation of disability experiences.

14

Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some

have greatness thrust upon them.

—————— William Shakespeare , ,
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J. Alfred Prufrock: The Image of Modern Man

Archana Bora

Assistant Professor, Dept. of English

T.S. Eliot is considered as one of the most important modernist poets. The content
of his poems as well as his poetic style give elements of the modern movement
that was famous during his time. In fact, modernism was viewed as “a rejection of
traditional 19™ century norms, whereby artists, architects, poets and thinkers
either altered or abandoned earlier conventions in an attempt to re-envision a
society in flux”. Modernism was also mainly represented by orientation towards
fragmentation, free verse, contradictory allusions and multiple points of view
different from the Victorian and Romantic writing. These features appear greatly
in the works of Eliot. “The Love Song” of J. Alfred Prufrock and “The Waste
Land” are the two poems of T.S. Eliot which show Eliot’s modern orientation,
“The Love Song of J. Alfred” speaks about the problem of the modern man
Prufrock. J. Alfred Prufrock is a fictional character, the indecisive middle-aged
man. Eliot personally feels that modern man has an exiguous view on the quality
of life and the truly important things. His character J. Alfred Prufrock represents
all characteristics of a modern man that Eliot loathes. For example, Prufrock is

obsessed with appearances and age and he exhibits poor communication skills.

Prufrock repeatedly expresses worry about what others will think of his
appearances. He is profoundly concerned about the fact that he is growing old
and feels that the prime of his life has passed him by. His obsession with time
throughout the poem demonstrates his fear of ageing. He is a typical man
undergoing a mid-life crisis, brought about by his awareness of ageing and feeling
of insufficiency. J. Alfreed Prufrock is caught in a constant state of self-

examination and indecision, “And time yet for a hundred indecisions and for a
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hundred visions and revisions” (32, 33). He has no confidence in himself mentally
and physically, He cannot make a decision and act upon it because of his feelings

of insufficiency and his deep fear of rejection.

Prufrock laments his physical and intellectual shortcomings, the lack of

opportunities in his life in addition to the lack of spiritual progress.

The most important modernist technique in the poem is the stream of
consciousness technique. This technique reflects the fragmentary nature of the
modern man’s mentality. It also allows the reader to explore the inner-self of the
character. As seen in the poem, Prufrock’s thought shifts very often from trivial to

significant issues and vice versa.

Modernist writers were interested in showing characters having multiple
personality. This is clear in Prufrock as both the speaker and the listener. The
germinal theme of the poem is an exploration of nature of the spiritual state of
the contemporary man. This theme is developed and presented in a pattern of
opposites. To quote Margolis,” And its themes, which are remarkably diverse are
offered in contrary paires, the young and old age, work and idleness, spiritual life
and death, commitment and indecision, dreams and actuality, action and analysis,
courage and fear, personal needs and social obligations, communism and
loneliness, pride and disgust in the self, sincerity and hypocrisy, interest and

boredom,”

Symbolism plays an important role in revealing the mental state of modern man
through the character of Prufrock. Some excellent symbols and images are used
by Eliot in the very first stanza of the poem which reveal the mental condition of
a modern city dweller.

“When the evening is spread out against the sky

Like a patient etherized upon a table”
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These lines convey an invitation of Prufrock to his beloved for a tryst in the
evening. His mood is compared and symbolized for an operation and is conscious

but conscious of nothing.

The deserted streets during dusk time and the echo of the passer by assert the
melancholic state of city life. These images of the city highlight the turmoil nature

of modern people who enjoy a routine life that is devoid of liveliness.

Eliot examines the de facto status of modern man and how there is a clear
cultural cut between the past and the present. People are drifting away from their
culture and true past. The upto-date lifestyle that is controlled and manipulated
by materialism and loose values produce fable modern community who does not

like to be ruled by traditional social norms and values.

Eliot describes the yellow fog gliding on the window panes and the yellow smoke
rubbing its muzzle on the window panes. He personifies the “yellow fog” as a
lurking cat licking its tail in the corners during the evening time to add city
images to generate surroundings of the poem.
Prufrock’s life is inactive and futile, as stated:
“And indeed there will be time
For the yellow smoke that slides along the street,
Rubbing its back upon the window panes;
There will be time, there will be time
To prepare a face to meet the faces that you meet;
There will be time to murder and create,
And time for all the works and days of hands.
The lift and drop a question on your plate;
Time for you and time for me,
And time for a hundred indecisions,

And for a hundred visions and revisions,
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Before the taking of a toast and tea,
In the room the women come and go
Talking of Michelangelo.”

Prufrock says that there is a time for doing many things before going to confess
his love for the woman in the tea party. Prufrock is a prototype of modern man
in his moods and attitudes; therefor what he feels and says lies in the orbit of
modern masculinity. Further, there is a reference for women come and go in the
room talking about Michel Angelo to assure the naive nature of modern women,
without knowing anything about Michel Angelo, these women speak about him
and his art. This shows shallowness of some modern women who only seek show

off situations and pompous language.

Thus, in this interior monologue, different symbols and imagery reveals modern

man’s mental crisis and ugliness of modern urban civilization.

Reference:
1. The Poetry of T.S. Eliot by Vikramaditya Rai
2. English Literature by William J. Long.

3. other sources taken from internet.
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However difficult life may seem, there is always something
you can do and succeed at.

—————— Stephen Hawking

)
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“Equality for women is progress for all”

Sudipta Karmakar
Asst. Professor, Dept. of BBA/BCA

Gender equality is not only a fundamental human right, but a necessary
foundation for a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable world. There has been
progress over the last decades: More girls are going to school, fewer girls are
forced into early marriage, more women are serving in parliament and positions
of leadership, and laws are being reformed to advance gender equality. Despite
these gains, many challenges still remains. As gender inequality in India persist
against the backdrop of economic growth, policy initiatives are increasingly needed
to empower women. Statistics confirm that gender inequality is a not only a

national problem, but also a global epidemic:

It is estimated that 60 per cent of the approximately one billion chronically
hungry people are women.Women only hold the 25.5 per cent of the world
parliamentary seats.Three out of 10 women globally report having experienced
physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate partner.Despite progress in some
countries, still 800 women die every day globally from preventable causes during
birth or pregnancy.Despite increase in the enrollment of girls in school globally, 61
per cent of the 123 million youth who lack basic reading and writing skills are
women.Globally, around 1 in 3 young women aged 20 to 24 -- approximately 70
million -- were married before the age of 18. Despite a decline in the overall
proportion of child, if present trends continue, the number of girls who will marry
by their 18th birthday will climb towards 150 million in the next decade.There is a
gender gap in wage differences, where women earn 17 per cent to 35 per cent less
than men for doing the same work. Women perform 66 per cent of the world’s

work, produce 50 per cent of the food, but earn 10 per cent of the income and
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own 1 per cent of the property. Gender-based discrimination, trafficking in women
and girls, integration difficulties, under-representation in politics, unequal access
to resources, unequal employment strategies, and lack of access to basic services,

are the key factors behind the unequal status of women.

Therefore,in order to globally and locally achieve gender equality, international
community should facilitate women’s increased participation in decision-making
processes, end violence against women, and eliminate the prevalence of negative
gender stereotypes. It is known that it is not just a gender gap that is blocking
progress; it is also a gap between laws and implementation. In this respect, it is
not enough to adopt laws and policies; they have to be effectively implemented.
There is enough evidence that if countries invest in women, a far reaching social
and economic progress and freedom for all, from generation to generation can be
created. In the 21st century, the world must and can put an end to discrimination

of women and girls.
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Neither a borrower nor a lender be;

For loan oft loses both itself and friend,

And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.

This above all: to thine ownself be true.

And it must follow, as the night the day,

Thou canst not then be false to any man.
--- William Shakespeare

(Play- Hamlet, by Polonius, Act I, scene iii.) , ,
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“It still Lingers” (Short Story)

Dr. Bonoshree Bhuyan

Assistant Professor, Department of Mangement

It was a pleasant evening.But I did not even have the slightest desire to admire
the setting Sun nor watch the flight of birds flying across the orange hued sky. I
was completely broken down with sorrow. As I was still lost in my miserable
thoughts, a ball hit me hard suddenly and I striked. An Aged lady rushed towards
me and apologised. I was hit by her grandchildren who had come to play in that
park where I had been continuously sitting down for hours.The lady slowly sat
beside me. She asked my name and then started narrating about her

grandchildren. I gave a faint smile but kept quiet.

She seemed nice and friendly with a heart full of joy. She stopped, looked at me
for a moment and then her face turned grim. “why are you so gloomy, Arati? Do

you have any problem ?”

At first I refused to say anything. But could not hold myself any longer after
looking at her caring face. I decided to pour my heart out as I had found a good
grandmother in her, whom I missed all my life. I began “I was a bright student
during my high school days. But not anymore. I narrated everthing; my struggle
with studies, parental pressure regarding career and my failure in the recently
held exams in college. “I am in such a dilemma. This is the end, I Know.” Sobbing,

I said “ I can’t decide anything or face anyone what should I do now ?”

The lady listened to each of my painful words very patiently. After I had finished,
she tried to console and comfort me. She advised me not to get carried away with

such failures as there is always a second option available in life. She explained
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that failures act as a leverage in every person’s life, so a person must be bold
enough to cope up with failures. With these valuable words, we parted ways with

the hope of meeting again soon.

Ten years have passed by since I met that lady in the park. I am much confident,
strong and successful now. That aged lady was astrander; but her words showed
me the right path and brought a magical transformation within me. Whenever I
went to that park near my house, after that fortunate evening, I kept looking for
the good- hearted aged lady. But never have I managed to meet her again. I
neither know her name nor her address or other contact details. Whenever
success knocked at my doorstep, I would remember and adore her over and over
again.] feel that as a stranger she has contributed so much at such a crucial point
of my life. But I regret that I could never meet her again and thank her ever in

my life.
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A man who has nothing for which he is willing to fight,
nothing which is more important than his own personal safety,
is a miserable creature and has no chance of being
free unless made and kept so by the exertions of better men than himself.”

—————— John Stuart Mill

2

60



Cultivation of Hope

Nitisha Das

Asst. Professor, Department of English

The habit of cultivating hope begins by embracing a mindset that sees possibilities
even in the midst of challenges. Hope has the power to change our perception
and outlook on a circumstance. It inculcates our ability to cope and enables us to
carry on despite the hardships we face. It is about acknowledging the hardships

but refusing to let them extinguish the flicker of hope within.

Hope has the potential to inspire, comfort, support, and motivate us. Amidst days
of doubt and questioning, it is hope that provides us with comfort and

reassurance. Hope serves as an excellent antidote to panic.

Hope has a wonderful quality of thriving through connections established with
others. Sharing aspirations and supporting each other in times of need strengthens
the collective spirit of hope. It is about recognising that together, with shared

optimism and resilience, we can weather even the most challenging storms.

The habit of cultivation of hope isn’t just a passive act- it’s an ongoing, intentional
practice. It involves acknowledging setbacks but continuing to plant seeds of

positivity, watering them with determination, and allowing them to grow despite
the odds.

I am adding a profound quote by Desmond Tutu that will help remind us to be

resilient and look at the bright side when faced with adversity-
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Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all the darkness.
Skill India Initiative

Himanku Sarma

Assistant Professor, Dept. of BBA

Skill India is an initiative which was undertaken by Narendra Modi after he
became the Prime Minister of India in 2014. It was launched in the year 2015.It
was only in 2014, the Government of India came up with the idea of developing a
new Ministry by the name of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship on 26th of
May 2014.The main idea behind this Mission was to train over 40 crore youth by

the end of 2022.

India lacks far behind as far as the skilled workforce is concerned. As per the
recent data available only about 5% of our labor force are skilled whereas the
figure is quite high for other advanced countries. It is 52% in the U.S.,68% in the
UK,80% in Japan and 96% in South Korea. This Mission was basically initiated to
reverse the rate as far as the skilled workforce is concerned. The Government of
India has undertaken various schemes through which skills of our workforce can
be upgraded. Some prominent among them are as follows:

* Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana

* Skill Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion (SANKALP)
* UDAAN

* Standard Training Assessment and Reward Scheme (STAR)

* Polytechnic Schemes

* Vocationalisation of Education

This Initiative is going to help our youths in many ways as it will provide our

younger generation with employment opportunities and will also help them launch
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their MSMEs. It will also help provide training as well as financial & technical
assistance to new traders stepping into the market. It emphasizes more on core
sectors like construction, banking and finance, transportation, tourism, and
entrepreneurship which is surely going to boost employability in these sectors. It
also focuses more on providing internationally acceptable training to people to
improve their communication, entrepreneurial, and management skills making

them at par with workers from other countries.

With the Government of India focusing more on Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-reliance
India) the importance of Skill India has gained momentum. This initiative was
undertaken to support larger campaigns of Government of India such as 'Make in
India’, 'Digital India’, and ’Start up India. No country can gain self-reliance until
and unless its workforce are skilled. The goal of Vikshit Bharat @ 2047 as
envisaged by our Prime Minister can be attained only through developing the
skills of our workforce. Though lot of changes have taken place still lot needs to

be done if we want to make our India 'Shrestha Bharat’.
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The universe we observe has precisely
the properties we should expect if there is,
at bottom, no design, no purpose,

no evil, no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.

)

—————— Richard Dawkins
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Social Issues on Domestic Violence

Jhuma Choudhury

Assistant Professor, Department of Management

The social issues in India are undesirable events that the entire community or a
certain sector of the population opposes.Social issues,social conflict and social evil
are other names for issues related to society in india that constantly challenge the
principles of social justice and economic justice established by the constitution of
India.Domestic Violence is a socio-legal issue that affects individuals across
different ages,socio-economic backgrounds,cultures,gender and caste.But still
women are likely to be subjected to do domestic violence than men.These
violences has unfavourable effects on the physical and psychological health
conditions of the individuals.Violence leads to many deaths everyday. Domestic
violence is a global issue reaching across national boundaries as well as socio-
economic, cultural, racial, and class distinctions.Domestic Violence is wide spread
,deeply ingrained and has serious impacts on womens health and wellbeing. Its
cost to individuals ,to health systems and to society is enormous.It is simply not
an argument .It can be described as the power misused by one adult in a
relationship to  control another.Abusers use physical and  sexual
violence,threats,emotional insults and economic deprivation as a way to dominate

their victims and get their way.

Ways to reduce violence in society-

The protection of women from Domestic violence Act ,2005 says that any act
,conduct ,omission or commission on that harms or injuries will be considered
domestic violence by the law.lt is perpetrated by and on both men and
women.Setting up a neighbourhood watch or a community patrol,working with

police,respect,protect and fulfill all human rights and fundamental freedoms of
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women and girls that ensure that women know their rights and are empowered
to demand and enforce them.Educating both boys and girls about women’s human

rights and the responsibility to respect the rights of others.

DomesTic VioLence AwARENESS MONTH

0.8"
L OF ARKANSAS WOMEN EXPERIENCE

INTIMATE PARTMER PHYSICAL VIDLERCE,
INTIMATE PARTHER SEXUAL VIOLEWCE,
GNDMOR INTEMATE PARTHER STALKING M THEIR LIFETIMES.

OF ARKANSAS MEN EXPERIENCE
INTIMATE PRETHER FHYSICAL VIOLENCE,

INTIMATE PARTHER SEXUAL VIOLEMCE,
ANDIOR INTIMATE PARTHER STALKING I8 THEIR LIFETIMES.

Statistical Analysis-

1in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have experienced some form of physical violence.

1 in 7 women and 1 in 25 men have been injured by an intimate partner.

Uttar Pradesh has the highest crime rate and Nagaland has the lowest crime rate
in 2021.

Delhi has the highest crime rate and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu
had the lowest crime rate in 2021.Violent crimes are particularly high in eastern
India and North east India.Proportion of women suffering domestic violence in
India varies between 20-45%.Country reports 2004 cited data from the Indian
Ministry of Home Affairs,which claimed 130 reported cases of dowry deaths,490

instances of rape and 1211 cases of cruelty .

HOW DOES
AFFECT MALE VICTIMS

Anxiety,depression,post-traumatic stress disorder,flashbacks,etc.Avoiding people or

places that remind you of the assault or abuse.They feel guilty and fear losing
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their family,children,home,financial stability.They feel powerless believing they
donot deserve to be free from the emotional abuse.The male abused victim often
feels dependent upon the woman and fear being on his own.Many men
complained that “you keep on empowering our women-but who comes to talk to

us about regaining our dignity and listens to our problems ?”

F

_

Regarding verbal abuse, emotional abuse, financial abuse, physical abuse,etc in
India, various surveys have been conducted which revealed that such violence is
mostly prevalent in rural areas as compared to urban areas.It has also been seen
that women are largely ignorant about the laws that protect them from dowry

deaths,harassments and violence at home.

Children those who are exposed to violence in home who witnessed violence
among their parents are victims of physical abuse.They are at a serious risk for
long term physical and mental health problems.Domestic violence affect a child’s
language development, the child may be afraid of speaking,afraid of becoming the

target of anger.
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Conclusion-

A strong crusade against domestic violence could be launched only when we try
to implement the already -existing measures.Making more laws is not the only
solution .Its only when we are sincere in our efforts at the grassroots level also,we
can expect a change to happen.lt is through a collective determination to support
womens rights not only outside but also inside the hitherto restricted boundary of

home.
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Always remember that your calmness under fire
is your best defense in any argument or discussion.

—————— Robert Greene

2
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Fake Development

Abhishek Shah

B. Com. 1% Semester

Everywhere I come to hear development is happening but I don’t see any kind of

true development, I see the world is draining.

Rising buildings & flashy stuffs doesn’t depict development. Almost all peoples are
suffering nowadays , everyone is sick and tensed . The life of humans are
becoming hollow , almost all of us are not truly happy . The youth is distracted ,
it seems that this generation is being cursed . I feel the ancient times were great
where everyone were much happier & fulfilled than now and things much purer

than now . I think true development was were happening in those times .

In this modern world , specially we Indians have forgotten to hold and carry on
our roots and culture . Our holy books like Bhagwad Geeta , Vedas etc teach us
the way of living . The solution I see is that , if we go eager to read these books
and adopt the system of ancient Gurukul learning instead of this Modern day
education then I think this world will be better place and then again the true

development will start taking place .

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Background

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict dates back to the end of the nineteenth century. In
1947, the United Nations adopted Resolution 181, known as the Partition Plan,
which sought to divide the British Mandate of Palestine into Arab and Jewish
states. On May 14, 1948, the State of Israel was created, sparking the first Arab-
Israeli War. The war ended in 1949 with Israel’s victory, but 750,000 Palestinians
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were displaced, and the territory was divided into 3 parts: the State of Israel, the

West Bank (of the Jordan River), and the Gaza Strip.

Over the following years, tensions rose in the region, particularly between Israel
and Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. Following the 1956 Suez Crisis and Israel’s invasion
of the Sinai Peninsula, Egypt, Jordan, and Syria signed mutual defense pacts in
anticipation of a possible mobilization of Israeli troops. In June 1967, following a
series of maneuversby Egyptian President Abdel Gamal Nasser, Israel
preemptively attacked Egyptian and Syrian air forces, starting the Six-Day War.
After the war, Israel gained territorial control over the Sinai Peninsula and Gaza
Strip from Egypt; the West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan; and the Golan
Heights from Syria.

Six years later, in what is referred to as the Yom Kippur War or the October
War, Egypt and Syria launched a surprise two-front attack on Israel to regain their
lost territory; the conflict did not result in significant gains for Egypt, Israel, or
Syria, but Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat declared the war a victory for Egypt
as it allowed Egypt and Syria to negotiate over previously ceded territory. Finally,
in 1979, following a series of cease-fires and peace negotiations, representatives
from Egypt and Israel signed the Camp David Accords,a peace treaty that ended
the thirty-year conflict between Egypt and Israel.

In 1987, thousands of Palestinians living in the West Bank and Gaza Strip rose up
against the Israeli government in what is known as the first intifada. In September
2000, Palestinians launched the second intifada, which would last until 2005. In
response, the Israeli government approved theconstruction of a barrier
wall around the West Bank in 2002, despite opposition from the International
Court of Justice and the International Criminal Court.

Factionalism among the Palestinians flared up when Hamas won the Palestinian
Authority’s parliamentary elections in 2006, deposing longtime majority party

Fatah. This gave Hamas, a political and militant movement inspired by the
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Palestinian Muslim Brotherhood, control of the Gaza Strip. Gaza is a small piece of
land on the Mediterranean Sea that borders Egypt to the south and has been
under the rule of the semi-autonomous Palestinian Authority since 1993. The
United States and European Union, among others, did not acknowledge Hamas’
electoral victory, as the group has been considered a terrorist organization by

western governments since the late 1990s.

In early May 2021, after a courtruled in favor of the eviction of several Palestinian
families from East Jerusalem properties, protests erupted, with Israeli
police employing force against demonstrators. After several consecutive days of
violence, Hamas, the militant group which governs Gaza, and other
Palestinian militant groups launched hundreds of rockets into Israeli territory. Israel
responded with artillery bombardments and airstrikes, killing more than twenty
Palestinians and hitting both military non-military infrastructure,including
residential buildings, media headquarters, and refugee and healthcare facilities.
After eleven days, Israel and Hamas agreed to acease-fire, with both sides
claiming victory. The fighting killed more than 250 Palestinians and at least 13

Israelis, wounded nearly 2,000 others, and displaced 72,000 Palestinians.

Concerns

Following the outbreak of war between Israel and Hamas on October 7, 2023, US
President Joe Biden made a strong statement of support for Israel. On the same
day that Israel declared war against Hamas, the United States announced that it
would send renewed shipments of arms and move its Mediterranean Sea warships
closer to Israel. While the UN Security Council called an emergency meeting to
discuss the renewed violence, the members failed to come to a consensus
statement. Given the history of brutality when Israel and Palestinian extremist
groups have fought in the past, international groups quickly expressed concern
for the safety of civilians in Israel and the Palestinian territories as well as those

being held hostage by militants in Gaza. In the first month of fighting,
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approximately 1,300 Israelis and 10,000 Palestinians were killed. Increasing loss of

life is of primary concern in the conflict.

Recent Developments

In early October 2023, war broke out between Israel and Hamas, the militant
Islamist group that hascontrolled Gazasince 2006, in the most significant
escalation of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in several decades. Hamas fighters fired
rockets into Israel and stormed southern Israeli cities and towns across the border
of the Gaza Strip, killing more than 1,300 Israelis, injuring 3,300, and
taking hundreds of hostages. The attack took Israel by surprise, though the state
quickly mounted adeadly retaliatory operation. One day after the October 7
attack, the Israeli cabinet formally declared war against Hamas, followed by
a directive from the defense minister to the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) to carry
out a “complete siege” of Gaza.

Since then, the two sides have traded daily rocket fire, and Israel ordered more
than one million Palestinian civilians in northern Gaza to evacuate ahead of a
ground invasion that began on October 28. Israeli forces have encircled Gaza City,
cutting it off from southern Gaza and squeezing Hamas. Hundreds of thousands of
civilians remain in the city. Gazan health officials say the war has killed 10,000
Palestinians, including more than 4,000 children. The territory is also desperately
low on water, fuel, and supplies as Israel has rejected humanitarian pauses and

limited the amount of aid that can enter.
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A thing of beauty is a joy forever: its loveliness increases;

it will never pass into nothingness.

—————— John Keats , ,
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Navigating Ego Dynamics in Marriages with Educational Disparities

Nikunja Sharma

M.Com 3™ Semester

In contemporary society, marriages often reflect a diverse array of dynamics,
including varying levels of education between spouses. While such differences can
contribute to a rich tapestry of perspectives within a relationship, they may also
introduce challenges, particularly when traditional gender norms and societal
expectations come into play. One such challenge is the potential for ego issues to
arise when a husband finds himself in a position where his wife is more educated

than he is.

Education has long been considered a marker of social status and intellectual
prowess. However, the evolving landscape of gender roles challenges traditional
notions that place men as the primary breadwinners and decision-makers within a
marriage. As more women pursue higher education and professional careers,
instances where wives outshine their husbands in terms of educational attainment

have become increasingly common.

Ego issues in such situations can stem from deeply ingrained societal expectations
and stereotypes about gender roles. Men, conditioned by societal norms, may
grapple with feelings of inadequacy and a perceived threat to their traditional role
as the intellectual leader of the household. This shift challenges not only
individual egos but also societal constructs that have historically favored male

dominance in intellectual and professional spheres.

Communication proves to be a pivotal factor in addressing ego issues arising from

educational disparities. Couples need to engage in open and honest conversations
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about their feelings, expectations, and aspirations. It is essential to foster an
environment where both partners feel valued and respected, irrespective of
educational backgrounds. Acknowledging each other’s strengths and contributions,
beyond academic achievements, can play a crucial role in dismantling ego-driven

conflicts.

Additionally, societal norms and expectations need to be re-examined to allow for
a more inclusive and flexible definition of success within marriages. Emphasizing
the importance of shared goals, mutual support, and collaboration can help
couples navigate the challenges posed by educational imbalances. This redefinition
of success can contribute to a more egalitarian partnership where both spouses
are empowered to pursue their passions and aspirations without the constraints of

traditional gender roles.

In conclusion, the ego issues that may arise when a husband faces the reality of
his wife being more educated than he are deeply rooted in societal expectations
and traditional gender norms. Navigating these challenges requires open
communication, mutual respect, and a re-evaluation of societal constructs that
perpetuate rigid roles within marriages. By fostering an environment of
understanding and support, couples can transcend ego-driven conflicts, allowing
for a more harmonious and fulfilling partnership based on shared values and

aspirations.
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Possible is to go beyond them into the impossible.

—————— Arthur C. Clarke

)
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